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THE PROTESTANT AND THE PRIME MINISTER 


In the Summer of 1950 we turned The Protestant into a 
pamphlet, “Common Sense About Korea,” which told what we 
thought was the truth about the American imperialist attack upon 
that country. We were not prepared to meet the demand which 
sprang up for this pamphlet. Our second printing vanished be- 
fore we knew it. Yet it had not been publicized. 


That demand showed us clearly that the American and 
Canadian people suspected their leaders and wanted very much to 
know why their children should be sent to die in Korea and to de- 
stroy Korea. 


Excerpts from the pamphlet were read, with appropriate 
exclamations of horror, before the Canadian House of Commons 
by the Opposition leader, Mr. Drew, with the approbation of Mr. 
St. Laurent, the Prime Minister. In fact Mr. St. Laurent thanked 
Mr. Drew for dealing with the matter. Mr. St. Laurant, being a Ro- 
man Catholic, felt that Mr. Drew, as a Protestant, could more ap- 
propriately condemn a Protestant publication. Thus he managed to 
drag the musty old Protestant-Roman Catholic herring across the 
trail of the awful truth about Korea. 


This, we have reason to believe, was merely impish on the 
part of Mr. St. Laurent who is doubtless aware that The Protestant 
has always been friendly to Roman Catholics and has never at- 
tacked their religion. It is an old-trick to cover one illusion by 
another. 


Parliament applauded. Yet most of its members knew that 
Canada has been an accomplice in the commission of one of the 
most despicable crimes in the history of imperialism. And an in- 
dispensable accomplice at that. For it is hardly likely that the 
U.S. would have had the effrontery to carry through her abomin- 
able scheme had Canada taken a firm stand against it. And, aware 
of their part in the crime, these representatives of the Canadian 
people are further aware that they must hide the record of it. 
For the Canadian people are not yet 100% believers in the 
American myth according to which a rich man can do no wrong. 


DISINFECT THE UNITED NATIONS! 


The World Peace Council has appealed to the conscience 
of mankind to put a stop to germ warfare. The Protestant as- 
sociates itself with this appeal and calls on all those who preach 
religion to denounce the use of germs as allies in war. We also de- 


mand that the UN stop burning people with flaming gasoline. 
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The U.S.A. denies that it uses germ warfare. Denies it in 
such a way as to imply that the very idea of such a thing is 
unthinkable, that it is criminal even to suggest such a thing. But 
if it is so unthinkable why did the U.S.A. refuse to ratify the 
international ban on germ warfare? And is it more unthinkable 
than putting whole villages full of living men women and children 
to the torch by napalm? Napalm is clearly atrocious. No. it is not 
at all unthinkable. 


Would religious scruples inhibit the U.S.A. from using this 
horrible weapon? The religion of the U.S.A. is pragmatism. If a 
thing works it’s okay. Germs work. Even better than bombs 
which destroy property. Germs just destroy people. A wonderful 
ally these germs, leaving machines and buildings intact. After 
Operation Germ you just walk in and sweep up the dead men 
women and children and that’s that. 


Would fear of world opinion and the verdict of history in- 
hibit them? There is a large element in the apparatus of the 
U.S. government and in the Pentagon who believe they can thumb 
their noses at world opinion for the hitlerian reason that they 
intend to write their own verdict of history. These are the killers 
who shout to the world that they are the world’s pre-eminent 
killers, yet at the same time complain bitterly if somebody else 
calls them killers. They confer their killing upon an ungrateful 
world. These men would not hesitate to use germs in the accomp- 
lishment of their “Grand Design.” 


ANOTHER BACKWARD STEP 


The government of the U.S.A. has been back-tracking so fast, 
in both foreign and domestic affairs, that it can scarcely sur- 
prise us when the Supreme Court declares the New York Plan 
for Released Time constitutionally legal. 


The National Council of Churches approves of this retro- 
gression. Its official organ (Outlook, June, 52) calls the decision 
“a step toward clarifying a very difficult situation.” 


But what was difficult? Did we not have state schools? 
And did we not have private churches? Why mix them up? For 
let there be no mistake, they have been mixed up. In the first 
place, since Released Time has been operative a great deal of 
church instruction has actually been given in public school build- 
ings in New York State. But that doesn’t greatly matter. The im- 
portant thing is the children are indexed in the school by the 
teacher and released into the hands of a church teacher. Here is an 
administrative bridge between state school and private churches, 
some of which private churches are self-avowed enemies of the 
state school and claim a monopoly of all education. 
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The Court said there was no evidence of coercion, but there 
is social coercion of the strongest kind, since children fear more 
than anything to be left “out of things.” Does the Court honestly 
think there is no stigma suffered by those children left behind 
in a schoolroom when the church-belonging children have been re- 
leased. 


Such coercion could have been avoided in this way: 


Instead of having Released Time for church instruction 
the teacher could have simply said on the designated afternoon 
“School is out!” Nothing more. No index. No children “left be- 
hind.” Then the children would be free to go to the church 
sehool just as they are free on the Sabbath to go to the church 


school. 


Such a procedure is simple and logical! 


Why was it not used? 


Because this seemingly simple manoeuver called Released 
ely Pp 

Time is an integral part of the general clerical attack on the public 

schools of America. 


The Protestants have been “conned” into carrying the ball 
for this manoeuver, because it provided a whip to drive children 
into empty Protestant church schools. But the meaning of the 
manoeuver is to throw a lariat from the private church onto the 
neck of the state school. This lariat has a slip knot and when it 
is drawn tight many Protestants may be surprised how thoughtless- 
ly and innocently they sacrificed this vital stronghold of de- 
mocracy to the avowed enemy of democracy. 


INTEGRITY, SHOCK, AND MARK CLARK 


Since men stop growing when their societies stop growing 
they have always had to find some way to keep growing as societies, 
some way to prevent themselves from freezing at any point in their 
development. This has meant that individuals must be curbed who 
are parasites, who suck the life-blood of society, but it also means 
that individuals who serve society must be kept free to serve 
in their own way. 


We have learned that the life of the individual and the life 
of society are not mutually exclusive but complementary. The 
same thing applies to minority groups within the larger social 
‘group, and to nations within the world. 


The life of the family (the smallest social group) has taught 
us this. The gravitational authority in the family may not safely 
be left in either partner. It must be centered in a third entity 
which is the family. You can’t see the family any more than you 
can see society. But it is there. It is the polarity, the pull, the 
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tension between the individual’s whim and the individual’s ful- 
fillment in the group. His whim may be to sacrifice his group 
nature for what he (wrongly) conceives to be his own precious 
individual nature. But in setting himself against the group he 
divides himself from himself, because he is the group as well as 
himself. And being divided he is not undivided, he is no longer an 
individual. You cannot take the individual out of the group and 
keep it alive any more than the group can live without individuals. 


His fulfillment as an individual is in work. And work being 
social his fulfillment as an individual therefore is his fulfillment 
as a social being. 

There is no exact rule by which one side of this partnership 
may know when to yield to the wisdom of the other. Majority 
rule, by no means exact in its justice, is at least a rough and ready 
way of getting along. Majority rule, however, becomes completely 
vitiated when a minority controls and uses the newspapers and 
radio to mislead the majority. That is what the capitalist minority 
is doing in the U.S.A. 

This minority sacrifices the partnership for what it (wrong- 
ly) conceives as its own individuality. But in doing this it cuts 
itself in two, and being thus divided within itself it is no longer 
undivided, that is, no longer does it possess individuality. It de- 
stroys its own integrity and the society it dominates. The U.S.A. 
is in such a predicament today and awaits the re-assertion of its in- 
tegrity or death. 

We fear that it will be impossible for the U.S.A. to make this 
recovery without the administration of shock. Something will have 
to occur which will break up the priest-nurtured illusion in which 
its tycoons and generals live and act. 

The U.S.A. and Canada must be shocked into a sense of 
reality. Pray God we may discover within us some agent that will 
accomplish this. Otherwise we shall live out our illusions in the 
real world and while that will undoubtedly shock us out of our 
illusions it will at the same time destroy our world. 

We have had a preview of this in Korea, a rehearsal for 
World War II as Spain was a rehearsal for War I. And we have 
been shocked by Korean resistance. Until now, however, the in- 
sanity rages unchecked, confirming itself with every possible mass- 
butchery. Now we have destroyed the Yalu power sources on which 
tens of millions depend for life. This is Mark Clark’s work. Will 
this act and its repercussions prove sufficient to shock a berserk 
government from its headlong race to disaster? 


PEACE ITEMS 
JAPANESE ScHoLars Oppose U. S. “PEACE” 
Many Japanese scholars and university professors are opposing 
the American made “Peace Treaty” and the US-Japan “Security Pact”. 
The president of Tokyo University, Shigeru Nanbara, said the treaty 
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conferred on Japan the “freedom” of rearmament, which is “ominous 
to the future of the Japanese nation.” In a symposium in the Japanese 
monthly, World, out of 80 leading Japanese eductors 72 opposed the 
two treaties because they aim at war preparations and deprive Japan 
of its sovereignty. Kiyoji Honda, professor at Nagoya University, 
wrote that the true aims of the treaties were to turn Japan into an 
American Colony. 


BereczkY HONOURED 

Albert Bereczky, Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church 
and prominent leader in the struggle for world peace has been awarded 
an honorary doctor’s degree by the Comenius Theological Faculty of the 
Charles University in Prague. 

Professor J. L. Hromadka, Dean of the faculty, praised Bishop 
Bereczky for the role he had played in deepening the friendship between 
the Czechoslovak and Hungarian peoples and for his leadership in the 
Hungarian Reformed Church. Bishop Bereczky stressed the importance 
of the Soviet Union which he described as a beacon to hundreds of 
millions of working people and colonial and semi-colonial nations, for 
whom neither Western culture nor church missions offered any solution 
to their misery, oppression, hunger and mass extermination. 


U. S. Arms Drive SuIcmaL 


Eugene E. Wilson, former president of the United Aircraft 
Company and business executive, in a widely circulated Washington 
memorandum warned against mounting military expenditure as leading 
to “national suicide”, according to New York Daily News columnist 
John O’Donnell. Wilson stated: “Mounting military expenditures 
have now become a source of military weakness. Dangerously heavy 
even prior to Korea, they now have become insupportable, yet the end 
is nowhere in sight. Military spending is no longer a marginal in- 
fluence upon the economy but the controlling factor in national suicide. 
Top civilians in government recognize that the problem is not just 
one of inefficiency. It goes to the very heart of military and economic 
policy. But here civilians are at a temporary disadvantage. The moment 
they question military strategy they expose themselves to the smear of 
‘butter versus guns’...In truth, civilians are now prisoners of the 
high brass.” 


THE New Necro—EQuaLt AMonc EQuALS 


The following is a statement to Telepress by professor J. L. Hrom- 
adka, member of the World Peace Council on the occasion of Negro 
History Week: “One of the most important results of the second world 
war is the liberation fight of the so-called colored nations. 

“The rule of the ‘white man’ whether European (British, French, 
Dutch, Belgian, Spanish, Portuguese) or American, is nearing its end. 
Events of the last three years in Asia and Africa are ever-clearer 
proof of this. More than one hundred million people are on the march. 
Indians, Indonesians, Malayans, Vietnamese, recently the Moslem nat- 
ions from Persia to Arabia and Egypt to Tunisia and Morocco, from the 
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Caspian Sea to the Atlantic Ocean, class conscious people are struggling 
for national and social independence. 


“The national liberation fight is related to the efforts for 
a new social system where the small, working people have real freedom. 
And with these millions are allied numerous Negro peoples, struggling 
to take their place in the family of free and independent people. This 
is an historic event. 


“The Negro in Africa and America is a co-worker in the con- 
struction of a new society. The white man, for centuries, has meant 
for him a slave owner, torturer and exploiter. Today the difference 
between white and black is disappearing. That is to say: we are at the 
beginning of an era when this difference will disappear, and in ten, 


twenty years the peoples will be surprised that the white nations once 
considered themselves a higher and superior race. The appearance of 
the Negro man on the world platform, equal among equals, is the 
most significant proof that we are standing on the eve of a new era 
of people’s history. Their participation in world events is an important 
contribution to the maintenance of peace. 


“The Negro is a co-creator of the political and cultural future.” 


OncE Is Too Mucu 


Raymond B. Allen, new director of the “Psychological Strategy 
Board” discussing a poll among veterans of the war in Korea conducted 
by the Institute for Scientific Research of New York University said 
that 97% of all soldiers who returned from Korea do not wish to re- 
enter that war and are against sending new US troops to Korea. 


ProGRESSIVE Party LAUNCHES Drive For PEACE 


The Progressive Party of the United States has launched a nation 
wide petition for a big Power Peace Conference as the opening step 
in its 1952 campaign for the presidential elections. The petition says 
“We seek an end to the intolerable burdens of higher taxes and higher 
prices that will leave us bankrupt. We want an end to fears of atomic 
destruction. We therefore respectfully and earnestly call on the presi- 
dent to convene a conference of the great powers - - the US, Great Britain, 
France, Soviet Union and China to reach an agreement ending the 
threat of war and bankruptcy of continued armament.” 


TuHoOsE TERRIBLE READERS OF THE CLASSICS 


Two million copies of 98 works of classic and Soviet literature 
were published during one single day in 35 Soviet towns, the Soviet 
Press reports. This did not include political, scientific, agricultural 
and technical works. 
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WAR ITEMS 


Deatru Cars 


The Arabian-American Oil Company, which has the rights to 
the oil fields of Saudi Arabia is presenting a fleet of Cadillacs 
specially designed to haul the harem of King Ibn Saud of that country. 
The 20 cars, designed by a Cincinnati hearse manufacturer, will be 
specially air-conditioned and will have one way windows so the wives 
ean see out but no one -- not even the chauffeur - - can see in. 


AcHESON PLots New WAR ON CHINA 


Americans recently arrived in Hong Kong from Formosa re- 
port that Mr. Johns, new secretary of the US State Department 
representation to Chiang Kai-shek brought new instructions to Karl ~ 
Rankin, State Department representative to Formosa. Johns stated 
that the main task of American diplomacy and command is to help 
maintain a political and military situation which will provide the 
basis for keeping American ships near the borders of People’s China. 
According to competent US army men on Formosa this is related to US 
efforts to extend operations in Indo-China so as to keep the south- 
western borders of People’s China under continuous threat, thus main- 
taining the tense situation in the Far East even if a truce is signed in 


Korea. 


According to Johns the most important task of the Americans 
on Formosa is to get a military pact signed between Chiang Kai-shek 
and Japan. In Johns’ words such a pact would strengthen Chiang Kai- 
shek and create an anti-Communist military force on Formosa. Then, 
in case the Peking government should attempt to settle the question of 
Formosa this pact would operate to draw Japan and People’s China into 
full scale war, in which event the US, according to the American-Jap- 
anese Security Pact, could send its navy and air force to help Chiang 


Kai-shek. 


Ike Prays Foorsi£ With THE Nazis 


At Eisenhower’s request President Truman has agreed that on 
the basis of the “Mutual Security Pact” several million dollars should 
be allotted to support a “volunteer corps” which is being formed by 
Major General Francis W. Festing of SHAPE. This corps will be 
made up of Nazis and war criminals who escaped justice in their 
countries of origin. 


BaAsE FOR SLAUGHTER 


Ceylon is being turned into a massive Anglo-American war base 
from which the slaughter of millions of Asians can be launched accord- 
ing to the Colombo weekly, People’s Voice. 
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U.S. Mitirary DicratorsHip For SoutH Korea 


Gen. Van Fleet who is becoming more and more of a political 
general proposes that since US troops are to remain in Korea the US 
military staff should take over control of the state organs in South 
Korea. Van Fleet emphasized the fact that Syngman Rhee cannot main- 
tain order. 


U.S. CENSURES BritisH PRESS 


US government is critical of the negligence of West European 
governments in the fight against anti-American tendencies in Europe. 
US officials in Europe are to establish closer contracts with editors and 
publishers. US Ambassador to Great Britain, Walter S. Gifford, discuss- 
ing this matter with the newspaper tycoon Lord Kemsley, expressed 
indignation over the fact that his papers failed to boost the Anglo- 
American alliance. Gifford cited instances in which these papers had 
expressed disagreement with the establishment of US army and air 
bases on British territory and had reported on the immoral behavior 
of US soldiers and officers. Gifford urged that the British press should 
energetically support all the political and military measures of the Wes- 


tern powers, above all the rearmament policy of the British govern- 
ment. 


F.B.I. User ALLeEs 


In view of the growing anti-American tendencies among United 
Nations officials, Edgar J. Hoover, F.B.I. chief is increasing con- 
siderably the network “of informers within the UN Secretariat and UN 
permanent institutions. The F.B.I. will check on all UN employees 
who have revealed themselves as opponents of US foreign policy or 
have ever criticized that policy. Some well-trained F.B.I. agents are al- 
ready being sent to the UN as members of various international 
missions. 


General Secretary Trygve Lie, under pretext of re-organization. 
will release all progressive staff members and replace them with 
persons recommended by his Deputy Byron Price, who works in close 
contact with the F.B.I. Posts in the UN Secretariat are now quite openly 
filled with people agreeable to the US. It is noted in UN circles that US 
demands, as far as UN personnel is concerned, are becoming more 
and more impudent. 


Swedish Americans visiting Sweden have been contacted by US 
F.B.I. agents and advised what to say and what not to say about con- 
ditions in the US. Some of them have been charged with “certain 
tasks of an undisclosed character.” The F.B.I. agents have shown 
particular interest in people visiting workers’ families. 
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CHRISTIANS AND COMMUNISTS 


I 
CLERICALISM AND THE RED SCARE 


Not more than one American in 4,000 is a Communist or 
near-Communist. 


Yet the other 3,999 have been hypnotized into a sweat of 
fear that this Communist is going to take over the government. 


The Russians have no bases more than 500 miles from their 
borders, no bases on the border of the U.S.A. 
The Americans have at least 500 bases most of which are 


over 5000 miles from their borders, many on the border of the 


L.S.S.R. 


The Russians specialize in defensive weapons. 

The Americans specialize in offensive weapons. 

Yet the American President and the head of the American 
State Department constantly ring the tocsin of alarm, demanding 
more bases and more offensive weapons, all in the name of defence. 

How could a great people be brought to the place where they 
would permit their government to get so far off the beam? 

Hitler at the top of his mania could not have assumed a 
greater lack of common sense in his people than an American 
politician was able to take for granted in his audience when he 
called upon the American people to join forces with Tito, with 
Franco. with Hirohito, with the Turks and the renazified Germans 
in order to go out and slay the Reds, to use Marshall aid to force 
Europe into a union that would fight, foree Norway and Denmark, 
France and Belgium and Holland to fight as brothers-in-arms with 
their recent conquerors. The raving of a lunatic? No! The wis- 
dom of the titular head of the Republican Party, Tom Dewey, 
flushed with its 1950 victories at the polls. And this is exactly what 
the Democratic Party, in power, has done, adding an actual sneak 
attack on China through the Korean Corridor. 

Here is surely evidence of a long deterioration among the 
American people of their old ability to size up the facts of exis- 
tence. They have been informed authoritatively that the world 
is at the mercy of American atomic bombs, that American know- 
how is the only know-how, that American Capitalism is sacred 
and untouchable, and that all the evils of history, all the villainies 
of the ages, have rolled up and concentrated themselves in Russia: 
never is a doubt of these ideas spoken on the radio or printed 
in a newspaper. Such conditioning has brought an intelligent 
kindly people to the point where they will listen seriously to a 
Dewey and heap praise and honors on a Dulles. 

Who has hypnotised America? Who is fooling the American 
people? Who so desperately wants to destroy Russia along with 
every living soul on earth who believes in Communism? 
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Is it big business? A certain section of big business, yes. But 
not necessarily all of big business. After all, there is big business 
to be had in trade with Communist nations. 


Of course the armament business was quick and very profi- 
table, and big business, most of which is extremely short-sighted, 
fell easily in line with the cold war which it was thought could 
be controlled and which would guarantee the big profits of a 
war economy. The cold war policy was to build armament, to 
seize bases everywhere, and to repress revolution wherever it oc- 
curred and by whatever method seemed feasible: buying votes, 
rigging electoral laws, economic blackmail or even a touch of 
napalm killing. And it was not hard to persuade the big business- 
man of the necessity for injecting the American people with the 
fear of Communism. 


But this has been done so thoroughly and so completely 
that the alternative policy of trade, peace, constructive emulation 
between soviet collectivism and cartel collectivism has been al- 
most entirely lost sight of. This, we believe, was no accident. 


Big business had an instructor: one of the biggest and cer- 
tainly the most powerful of all businesses, a political power too, 
and the greatest public relations agency in the world: the Vatican. 


Union labor also had an instructor. Of course Jabor in the 
U.S. has never been very different in its basic outlook from big 
business. Certainly it is not in the least socialistic. But it might 
possibly have kept an open mind in the direction of trade with 
Communism rather than war with Communism. The Vatican 
(Murray, Woll, Carey, the A.C.T.U., etc.) has been very busy “in- 
structing” the trade unions where it has established the rule and 
habit of war with the Communists. 


What of the big brass in the armed services? After all 
war is their profession. We should expect them to look for- 
ward to a new war as an outlet for their special abilities and am- 
bitions. The Vatican is taking no chances however even here 
and has its agents in all echelons of this group. 


What of Congress? Truman? Here again we find the same 
conditioning as among the people at large. There is little initiative 
among the elected portions of the U.S. government. The country 
is run by appointees, practically all business and military prin- 
cipals and agents. It is at legislative and administrative levels that 
the Vatican takes hold most firmly, although these levels gear solid- 
ly into all other levels of war preparation and war making. One of 
the first high-level suggestions for preventive war came from the 
Secretary of the Navy who at that time was a_ highly-placed 
Vatican official. Another such high official is the Attorney General 
who is busy silencing on the home grounds any possible whisper 
of dissent from the war policy. On literally hundreds of other 
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fronts on the domestic and foreign scene agents of the Vatican 
hurry and scurry. Unremitting campaigns against public edu- 
cation, public health, free radio, free cinema, free religion are 
carried on; a fascist climate of opinion is being prepared as back- 


ground for war by political and economic blackmail which is 
the meat and drink of the Vatican’s clerical agents. 


An example is the manoeuver by which the U.S. govern- 
ment has now made a military alliance with fascist Spain. This was 
accomplished by the same type of blackmail which forced F.D. 
Roosevelt to sacrifice the Spanish people to the fascist monster 
in the first place. 


The final bitter fruit of appeasement to the power of the 
Vatican by the U. S. has yet to be gathered. 


The 800 pages of the National Catholic Almanac compiled 
by the Franciscan Clerics of Holy Name College, Washington, 
D.C., 1949 edition describe in skeleton form a Roman state within 
the American state, a culture within a culture, a dictatorship 
within a democracy, according to which there are few if any 
things a person can think or do that are not thought or done in 
two ways: the right way which is the Roman way and the wrong 
way which is any other than the Roman way. This authority says 
(p. 84) that “the religious, social and political upheaval of the 
sixteenth century, known as the Reformation (1517-1648). de- 
stroyed Christian unity” and that “the problems and difficulties” 
of the present time are traceable to “the principles forming 
the basis of the anti-Catholic culture. Confused and bewildered 
at the blow struck their boasted superiority these forces have now 
been confronted with the definite Catholic political, social and 
economic philosophy which they have so long disregarded. That 
they will embrace the Catholic teaching seems too sanguine a hope. 
That there is need for a united Christian front to oppose the 
attacks of a pagan Socialism and Communism has been pointed 
out by Pope Pius XI and Pope Pius XII in their encyclicals.” 


From this we may learn a great deal: 


First, it is Protestantism and liberalism (“the principles 
forming the basis of anti-Catholic culture”) which are responsible 
for the rise of Communism. 


Second, Roman Catholicism has the cure, political, social 
and economic, for our troubles. This cure was prescribed by re- 
cent popes and has been tested in Catholic regimes in Portugal. 
Spain, Italy, Austria, and in various South Erersse countries. 


Third, the Popes, while not recognizing Protestants as 
Christian, yet for their own purposes call for a Christian front with 
other “Christians.” We had a taste of that Christian Front in the 
Coughlin era. In a more subtle form it infected Protestant ecum- 
enism. 
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During the early part of World War II, even up to 1944, 
Americans and Canadians had thought they were fighting nazism 
and fascism. They were puzzled when Roosevelt told them they 
were only fighting a war of survival. Roosevelt knew more about 
the war than the people knew. Roosevelt did say he had made 
a mistake in selling Spain down the river to Franco. But it 
was not altogether a mistake, or rather it was a mistake that fell in- 
to a pattern that is showing up now in all its ugly reality. 

“Spain is the Church’s Favorite Daughter upon whom I 
place all my hopes,” said the Pope. And Roosevelt felt indebted 
to the Pope in that the American centers of Roman influence 
had often thrown the Roman vote his way. Roosevelt couldn’t 
afford to offend the Vatican. Nor can Truman. Nor could Taft or 
Eisenhower. 

Protestants are slowly becoming aware of all this. This 
magazine began to document Roman encroachments a decade ago. 
But our work fell afoul of our own Protestant reaction which was 
approached on its blind side by the Jesuits who right after the 
war concocted united Christian fronts which successfully recruit- 
ed organized Protestantism for the American Century Crusade 
against Communism. 

The question now is: how can our faithful remnant of Pro- 
testantism make its influence felt in this crisis? Or should we 
call it a day and quit? Are we too small to count? 

I believe we are not too small to count. That is, if we 
make integrity take the place of numbers. And of money. We are 
few. We are poor. BUT our constituency is the biggest in all 
history, no less than the NEW MAN who is rising everywhere 
among the people and moulding history to his heart’s desire. 
Neither a-bombs, nor jellied gasoline, neither Wall Street nor 
Madison Avenue nor the church where Dulles goes, can destroy 
him. He is invincible. The future (the present too) belongs to 


him...and to us IF WE FOLLOW THROUGH. 


Hi 
THE EAGLE TEARS ITS VITALS 


Under the Smith Act the U.S. government is using a legal- 
sounding but basically illegal (unconstitutional) method in trying 
to destroy the Communist Party of the U.S.A. 

This party has always conformed with the law in every 
respect. It has always opposed illegal and violent methods of 
change. It has never been, and is not now, accused of violence 
or illegality. It has been duly registered as a political party, has 
nominated candidates, has occasionally elected them to office. 

This party is an integral part of the political structure of 
the U.S.A. Does it not seem strange that a great democratic nation, 
pointing to itself as an example for all the world to emulate, 
should try to tear out a part of its living tissue? 


12 


lil 
THE U.S.A. AND THE FACTS OF LIFE 


“How stupid can you get?” 


In a 7 to 2 decision the U.S. Supreme Court has made it 
virtually illegal to belong to the Communist Party or to agree with 
its opposition to the present foreign policy of the U.S.A. 


To say yes to the powers-that-be, as Supreme Court Justice 
Black remarked in a dissenting opinion, needs no protection. 

The need for protection comes when people find it necess- 
ary to say no. 

But this protection is more than protection for critics. It is 
protection for the nation. 

All except bone-bred tories agree that the British Col- 
onials in 1776 had the right to think about revolution and to have 
one. Their King, George II, denied that right but another George 
exercised it and history has confirmed it. 

When a democracy chokes free discussion it chokes itself 
and its people have not only the right but the duty to revolt. 

Those who have made free discussion of basic issues illegal 
have carried out the first and most important step in a fascist 
revolution. 

There is nothing left for the people to do but to institute 
another revolution which will restore the democratic freedom 
destroyed by this fascist revolution. 

There is one power greater than the Supreme Court, the 
President, and the Congress. That power is the Sovereign People. 
They send their representatives to Congress. They choose the 
President who appoints the Supreme Court. 

The people of America have been led astray by a lying venal 
press and by a governing class whose pillars rest in the quagmires 
of the underworld. Their eyes have been dazzled by the false 
splendor of a military which has brought the name of America 
into association with that of Hitler’s Germany. 

These are serious accusations and may of course be shrugged 
off as the rantings of a fellow-traveller. That is the prevailing 
technique today for disposing of such charges. But the day will 
come when this short and easy way will be unav ailing. For it is 
after all the cheapest kind demagoguery. The people are fooled 
by it now before the facts of life have fully caught up with them. 
But when American policies have pressed down the living standards 
of Western Europe to the point where the people of Western 
Europe rebel against these policies and force their governments 
to abandon the crusade for American world hegemony which is 
impoverishing them, and when America stands finally isolated. 
spread-eagled all over the globe, what then will the American 
people say to those who got them into this mess? 
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If Russia simply refuses to fight and if the nations of the 
world quietly one by one drop out of an area whose economy is 
being twisted out of shape by the illusion that it must either 
encircle the socialist half of the world or be encircled by it, and 
join an area of free and complementary commerce, what will 
happen in the minds of the American people? Those who pre- 
sently misrepresent them do so because their bought systems of 
communication and education misrepresent to them the picture 
of what the world really looks like. But there is a limit to this. 
Big solid international facts cannot be hidden forever. The birth 
of the New China, for instance: one of the great events of recorded 
history. The U.S. government “assisted” at this birth only as an 
unsuccessful abortionist. And since the birth of the New China 
the U.S. government has pronounced a witch’s malediction, a 
medieval anathema, against it, shouting to the world the astound- 
ing declaration that this New China, half a billion people, must 
be pushed back into the womb of a history which was so un- 
American as to produce it. 


How far can you get from the realities of existence? As the 
banker Warburg says, how stupid can you get? It is our belief 
that the American people are not as stupid as they appear to be. 
They may be indifferent, lacking in imagination, but ultimately the 
erim facts of existence will cause them to think and the first thing 
they will think about will be how to elect a government which 
will represent their true interests. Until that time comes the prin- 
ciple of inertia will operate and they will go along with the myths 


handed to them daily. “Business is great” and baseball is won- 
derhtitercsrr 


IV 
THE MAN IN THE PUB 


An English friend speaks in a letter of “the fascist trail 
on which we (the English) have to continue so long as we have 
to be subordinate to the design of Wall Street and its disciples 
here and everywhere,” and asks the question: “In the ‘judgment,’ 
crisis, of God, as portrayed in the Old Testament, must we accept 
materialist Marxism as being the only alternative?” He sees an- 
other alternative beside Marxism. His other alternative is “the 
Socialism inherent in Incarnational revelation.” He says “the Way 
of God thus becomes the way of ‘natural’ living. It ‘squares’ with 
life as it is.” 


This friend shares with the “man in the pub” his in- 
eradicable fear of losing his freedom to live his own life, to go to 
hell or heaven in his own w ay, to believe what he wants to hele: e, 
and to disbelieve if he wants to. He may think both the Govern- 
ment and the Church are rotten, sold out, contemptible. But 
that’s just it. He can say that in the pub. At least in that refuge 
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(economically insecure though he may be) he is free to criticize 
as harshly as he wishes the Bishop or the B.B.C. And he fears that 
under Communism (though economically secure) such liberties 
would not be permitted. 

This friend identifies himself with the man in the pub and 
says “We are ‘damned’ if we want to let anyone or anything, be it 
‘Government’ or ‘Church,’ ‘possess’ us body and soul.” 

We must confess to an immediate sympathy with this iden- 
tification. 

But first we must wonder: is the man in the pub putting 
these alternatives to himself as real alternatives or is he merely 
speaking rhetorically, to have himself a bit of conversation, as 
it were? 

We may suspect that as long as the man in the pub has the 
price of a pint such an assertion of spiritual independence would 
occur to him merely as a way of passing the time. 

But supposing Britain should include beer with butter in 
the sacrifices required by the war program, then perhaps our man 
might leave his empty mug on the bar and come out of the pub 
and make a different assertion altogether. And his new assertion 
might be more in the nature of an act which would certainly be 
an “Incarnational revelation,” whether or no he would recognize 
the phrase. The point is that he would follow that leadership 
which actually did incarnate peace and socialism. If that lead- 
ership happened to be Christian our man would follow it. H it 
happened to be Marxian he would follow that. 

Our friend says he sees as an alternative “the Socialism in- 
herent in Incarnational revelation.” If I could see it, I would 
embrace it. I do see it as an ideal. But where is the actuality? 

At present there seems to be no Christian leadership or 
Christian political interpretation of the needs of this man. In- 
deed Christian leadership (both Papacy and the World Coun- 
cil) has betrayed his needs. Therefore it is our conviction 
that if the Marxist or anyone else is true to his needs of peace 
and creative living theirs will be a “perfect” incarnation in the 
Gospel sense of perfection. This sense in my interpretation is 
that the spirit and the flesh will be one. The deed, the fact will 
be carried through, made thorough, completed, “nerfected.” The 
due appreciation of this act will come later in some new Book of 
Acts. For now the act itself must suffice. 


Vv 
COMMUNISM: POLITICAL SURGERY 


Professor Josef Hromadka of Czechoslovakia said to an 
Australian visitor that “Anti-communism would bring us to disas- 
ter.” What could he have meant by this? 

In Communist countries there is political surgery. Can- 

_cerous growths may be removed. Sometimes healthy flesh is lost 
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through excess zeal. However it is a surgeon’s knife that is at 
work. But much else goes on there. The surgery is a very minute 
part of it. These new social organisms throb with life. Their 
“plans,” which may seem so hum-drum to some of us are to them 
creative adventures, exciting beyond words. 

In the Capitalist Imperialist countries there are those too 
who wield a knife, but it is no surgeon’s knife. It is aimed not at 
the removal of diseased flesh but at the heart. 

Where there is no need for political surgery it is quite 
necessary to be non-communist but it is not necessary at all. in 
fact it is, as Hromadka says, “disastrous” to be anti-communist. 
Just as it is for an unhealthy man to be anti-surgeon. When he be- 
comes ill beyond the power of nature or medicine to cure the 
surgeon may save his life, but not if the surgeon has been “con- 
tained,” or destroyed. 

It is far more foolish of us to attack the Communists who 
took Romania, for instance, from her death-bed and put her back 
on her feet than it would be for the naturopaths to attack the 
Surgeon’s Hospital. 

Far more foolish because we are falling ill and we are try- 
ing to cure ourselves by attacking those who may be the only ones 
to cure us when there is no other cure. Our fever is rising. We 
are filled with congestions and our interior economy is dislocated. 
Whatever gland it is that keeps us in balance is not functioning 
properly. 

We are approaching the point where we may be in need of 
a surgeon ourselves. Of course we fear and loathe the idea of going 
on the table. That is natural enough. But to attack the surgeon is 
to use the energy, we should be using to get well, to destroy the 
doctor we may one day need. 

Let the surgeon alone. Get well. And the surgeon will let 
you alone. 


VI 
WHAT TO PREACH TO COMMUNISTS 


Will there be any place for the preaching of religion (by 
which we mean basic orientation to life) in the societies of mu- 
tuality now being built in various parts of the world? 

It is the premise of our work that there will be a bigger 
place than ever before in history, but it will be a form of re- 
ligion more consistent, in the case of Christianity, with the spirit 
of Jesus of Nazareth himself than with that of the historic churches. 

Many of the forms of these latter may be sloughed off. for 
they have become too intimately associated with exploitative 
societies which have always been served by obscurantism, super- 
stition, magic, or in the case of Protestantism, an esoteric theology. 
Certain historic churches may survive for a time by mechanically 
shifting their allegiance from the old to the new. This will be 
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easier for those churches identified with the feudal-era (Ortho- 
dox. Roman )than for those identified with the capitalist era 
(Protestant). But in the long run the present forms of all world 
religions must yield to the pressure of new insights. 


The new forms of religion will not merely be reconciled 
with science, they will be among other things the faith in and of 
science. And, more, they will furnish science with its goals. 

The words faith, religion, mysticism, have been so long 
associated with magic, obscurantism, superstition, that to dis- 
sociate them is very difficult. But either they must be dissociated 
or some other words must be found to take their place. 


Science is an accumulation of facts and a number of hypo- 
theses as to the relationship between them. A scientific law simply 
says that one fact involves another. 


The new religions will identify this search for scientific laws 
as a sacrament. But the new religions will not sanctify any parti- 
cular law. For two reasons. First, to do so would be to freeze 
the effort of science at a given point. Second, each fact is in some 
way unique so that from one point of view it is false to say that 
there can be two of anything. In other words science is a con- 
troller of the means of life but not a master of the ends of life. 
Religion projects the ends of life. 

Therefore the new forms of religion, while recognizing 
and supporting the effort of science to discover order in the 
behavior of facts for the purpose of bringing about a certain pre- 
dictability in our practical lives, will choose among facts and the 
order of facts those which can serve its own cherished values: the 
development of all human beings, mutuality and brotherhood. 
For instance the science of bacteriology may be used to kill people; 
or it may be used to save people. It depends on your religion 
(your basic attitude to life) how you will use it. 

Many commentators on communism talk as if communism 
were a finished thing, with no need to develop, with no inner 
struggles of its own, a machine that slices off decisions like a 
salami slicer. 

Honest communist leaders know better. They are contsantly 
called upon to correct all kinds of mistakes at various levels of 
responsibility. Sometimes they are late in catching up with those 
mistakes and the consequences are tragic for masses of people. 
Tardiness in checking errors is in itself a failure at leadership level 
and could conceivably result in the abortion of the whole world 
movement at this present moment of time. 

This possibility of failure is constantly in the minds of 
responsible leaders even as they acclaim the future in the most 
optimistic terms. Distant proxy communists whose communism 
is mostly a matter of sitting down on the phrase, “the boys in the 
Kremlin know what they are doing” have little notion of the 
struggles that go on in the Kremlin. 
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What are these struggles? Most of them at present probably 
revolve around the question of survival in a hostile world. This 
question of survival affects all other considerations, questions of 
basic philosophy, science, culture, and so on. 


The struggle for survival bears down on all other struggles, 
putting a premium on speed. 


To meet an aggressive coalition arming itself with all the 
latest civilization-destroying implements the communist states must 
put aside many of the constructive aspects of life and concentrate 
on defense. Instead of using the slow patience necessary, for in- 
stance, to persuade their internal recalcitrants to shed their old 
habits they are forced to use harsh sometimes self-defeating puni- 
tive methods. As the strain grows the impatience grows. A vest- 
ed interest in impatience may develop new dangers. 


The occasion of such speed and consequent impatience will 
recede with the recession of the possibility of attack. When 
socialist countries at last feel safe we may expect them to enter 
a new era of political and social libertarianism, a degree of which 
has been maintained even throughout the period of capitalist 
siege and anti-socialist war. With peace will come less authori- 
tarianism and greater opportunities for preaching. 


The question is: what to preach? 


Before peace comes, however, even now there is preaching 
in socialist countries. The Protestant has published sermons and 
portions of sermons from the pulpits of these countries. Apart from 
the familiar gospel as we hear it in capitalist countries, presented 
in formal pietistic phrases, we have noted that a fresh content has 
been increasingly introduced. 


In socialist countries the preachers preach peace. And the 
peace they preach is peace with capitalist countries. 


In capitalist countries when preachers mention peace (and 
they mention it far less often than in socialist countries) they don’t 
mean peace with socialist countries. They mean peace but... 
never peace with. Peace but you can’t trust the word of the enemy, 
FE tr peace must be at the point of a longer and sharper sword 
than his. 


We have published two sermons by the Rev. Stanley Evans 
of the Church of England which really preach peace. Peace with. 
Not peace against. The Dean of Canterbury goes up and Jown his 
country preaching real peace, as do our Harry Ward and Jim En- 
dicott on this continent. These men and a few others have proved 
the sincerity, purity and reality of their partisanship for peace 
by condemning the war against the Korean people. 
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Anyone who preaches peace and condones “Korea” speaks 
like a gangster, out of the side of his mouth. He poisons the minds 
of his hearers and debases the coin of the gospel. 

The Hungarians preach peace, not against the West but 
with the West. And they practise what they preach in their deal- 
ings with their Western colleagues, who have sometimes provoked 
them sorely. ~ 

But what do the Hungarians preach about socialism itself? 
What is their message to the church in a land where men build 
socialism? 

The burden of their message, sounded first by the ereat 
Bishop Bereczky and taken up by the other leaders of Hungarian 
Protestantism, is: repentance and thanksgiving. But it is not a 
formal repentance. It is of a definite treason they repent. Bereczky 
says, “Our church succumbed to the temptation of acting as a 
ruling church. It is with sorrow, humility and shame that we 
should look back on the last century of our church. We failed 
to do what the Word so powerfully urged and constrained us 
to do: we failed to identify ourselved with the poor, the oppressed, 
the vast masses of the people, and we preferred to bask in the false 
sunshine of the ruling social system.” 

“Our Lord,” Bereczky goes on, “wants us to quit being a 
church that makes claims, appeals to her rights and is desirous 
to have power. He wants us to make a church that serves in re- 
pentance and thanksgiving.” 

Now what of the thanksgiving? For what should the church 
be thankful? Bishop Bereezky has always been clear about this. 
It is that notwithstanding her long disobedience the church has 
been granted a new chance to serve. “We have seen with our own 
eyes,” he says, “what a new world and what a new and humane 
spirit has been produced by the building up of socialism, and how 
it has united, in a common effort, the neighboring nations of 
various languages. Well, we are not marching ahead of this de- 
velopment, but we must be thankful if we may follow it and if we 
may serve together with it.” 

Have we religionists in the West anything to say that Com- 
munists might listen to? 

We are told on all sides that the Communists can talk but 
they can’t listen. And when they seem to listen they are only pre- 
tending, so we might as well save our breath until we are strong 
enough to make them do what we tell them to do. 

This is what we are told by press, radio, and pulpit, from 
the Rio Grande to Baffin Bay. 

It is all very frantic. On the one hand we do negotiate with 
the “culprits” of North Korea whom we (the UN-US) are in the 
midst of “chastising.” And at the same moment we shriek the 
futility of all negotiation, whipping ourselves into an anti-Red 
frenzy. Ridgway in Korea said a cease-fire was “up to the enemy.” 
In Washington he said it is up to the State Department. 
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It is frantic too on the domestic front where the U.S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce has put out a handbook telling how to deal with 
Communists in the U.S. (“Communism—Where Do We Stand To- 
day?”) which sums it up in the most improbable language: “We 
have no desire to stifle freedom of thought and honest discuss- 
ion...” but neither Communists nor “the various fringes of fellow- 
travellers and dupes” (this means anyone who wants peace) should 
be permitted in radio, television, newspapers, book and magazine 
publishing, research institutions, the entertainment field, labor 
unions, schools and universities. 

The Chamber of Commerce says “We strongly favor free- 
dom of thought and expression.” But not for the Communist or 
those who agree with him even on the desirability of fine weather. 
Out he must go and with him all those who are “persistent signers 
of scarcely disguised petitions.” So out goes the right to petition 
if it happens to be a peace petition. 

For of course here is where the hysteria arises. If you should 
put every Communist in jail (the Chamber of Commerce admits 
there are now only 35,000 in the whole of the U.S.A.) you would 
still have a continental peace movement to deal with. The Supreme 
Court, by making the Smith Act “honest,” has virtually made it 
a criminal act to belong to the Communist Party. Yet the U.S. 
government is slow about prosecuting these “criminals.” Why? 
Because with them behind bars there would be no chance to make 
a big noise about the terror of the Reds while choking off the last 
whispering breath of peace-loving democracy. They need this 
noise to drown out that other work of peace. 

If you think we are giving them too much credit when we 
attribute such schemes to chambers of commerce, remember that 
this is not an uninstructed Chamber of Commerce, nor is the 
government or the Pentagon uninstructed. For all these are re- 
peating almost to the letter the history of the clerical-fascist over- 
running of Europe, first by propaganda (Red-scare) and then by 
armed conquest, during the third decade of this century. 

A false reading of Marxism prevented anti-fascist forces at 
that time from appreciating the power and influence of clero- 
imperialism in shaping the fascist program. 

The clerics had the only program for a fascism which was 
viable at least for a time. Salazar’s Portugal is enough evidence 
of that. Franco’s Spain too for that matter. The only reason 
Mussolini’s Italy and Dolfuss’s Austria fell so quickly was that 
they tied themselves to Hitler and Hirohito whose monumental 
mistakes (from the point of view of their clerical advisers and 
partners) forced us (all unwillingly) to destroy them. 

Does anyone seriously contend that these clerics have quit 
polities? Remember that they are not upstarts who improvise as 
they go along. They are Romans and heirs to the Roman Empire 
which had inherited and refined all the techniques known to men 
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who exploit their fellow men. The Big Lie. Unendurable exacer- 
bation. Bread and Circuses. (Hot dogs, Movies and Baseball.) 
Complain bitterly of the “tiresome repetition” and the “tirades” of 
your victim under torture. Let your injustice fall impartially on 
a large number of people and call that justice. Mask exploitation 
in worker representation on a council loaded against the worker. 
Dress up murder as mercy. Recite the Lord’s Prayer with Hang- 
man Rhee on the site of the slaughter of the innocents. Do all in 
the name of Jesus! 


Don’t think that these clerics are not active at every level 
of American political and social life. It would be folly to under- 
estimate them. If there is any staying power in fascism they are 
the boys who have its know-how. For is not Budenz a very type 
of these “Christians?” Were they not hated Communists once too? 
And did they too not sell out to Caesar? 


Now, since the weapon never-absent from the cleric’s hand 
is the Red-scare what is the first thing we would say if we should 
ever have the chance to preach to the Communists? 


Perhaps we should say, simply: 


“We are not afraid of you. We are sure there are many 
things you have done which you would not do or would do differ- 
ently if you had them to do over again. But we are not bringing a 
case against you. We know that you lack no severity in your 
self-criticism. 


“The reason we do not fear you is that you have done some- 
thing that we long dreamed of but never dared to do. You have 
done something that was at the heart of our own gospel but which 
we denied was there at all. We envy you. That is God’s truth. For 
you have given self-respect and meaning to the lives of the myriads 
of people on this earth whose lives were wasted in want and disease 
and indignity. 


“Let us, who have no right to tell you anything, tell you 
this: We believe that our gospel, not we ourselves but the gospel 
we have been unfaithful to, has value still for you. We believe 
that you have not come to destroy but to fulfill history and that 
you will treasure and use all those ancient deeds and writings 
which have been a well of inspiration for those who down the ages 
have struggled for freedom and knowledge. 


“Our Protestant movement broke the monolithic tyranny 
of a Christian Church which had long hypothecated its gospel for 
a share of the spoils of slavery and feudalism. And then we too 
sought under the pretext of trusteeship a share in the spoils of 


the new form of exploitation: wage-slavery. And we too put that 
same gospel on the shelf. 
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“But perhaps you will remember among us a man we our- 
selves have tried to forget and now remember with deep grati- 
tude, a man who fought and died under the sign Omnia Communia 
Sunt: Thomas Munzer. 


“And perhaps your science will help us trace the lineaments 
of that history of revolutionary religion now hidden in a red mist 
of obscurity. For does not each new creation re-create all old 
things? And will not the laughter of your free-born children some- 
how dry the tears of Egypt’s slaves and justify their struggles? 


“We are told of a missionary in China who witnessed the 
shooting by a Japanese firing squad of five Russian airmen. They 
refused to be blindfolded and died smiling and saying ‘Long live 
the cause of the common man. We die happy men.’ 


“The missionary was disturbed and wrote home the warning 
that unless ‘we offer the common man something better than the 
Communists offer...we shall lose the battle’. Dr. Bradley of 
United People, who tells the story asks: what battle? and remarks 
that usually when a churchman talks about The Battle he means 
the battle to save capitalism. 


“What we wonder most about this story is what could be 
better, even in the mind of this missionary than this act of these 
airmen. ‘What greater thing shall a man do than to lay down his 
life for a friend?’ 


“For these men were Communists and they would not be 
comforted by any hope of a reward after death, which should 
add to rather than detract from the tribute we must pay to their 
complete unselfishness. 


“When we hear about the heroism of such Communists and 
thousands of others in all the struggles of the common man 
throughout the world we realize that these men and women who 
lay down their lives with such sublime selflessness are far in ad- 
vance of even the imaginations of most modern Christians. And 
we realize that it is quite unlikely that official Western Christen- 
dom has any relevant message for them. But the gospel is another 
matter. 


“Although the history of official Christendom is a history 
of betrayal of the gospel of Christian communism there is another 
history of another unofficial Christendom in which that gospel 
has been kept alive. This unofficial Christendom was as much in 
revolt against slavery and exploitation as you are. Many times 
even in recorded history (and much of this story was expunged or 
distorted by official historians) whole tribes were quite literally 
exterminated by mass antos-da-fe under the Inquisition of Rome 
for daring to set up Christian Communes on the soil of Europe. 
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“The self-realizing spirit in man which moved these martyrs 
moves you today. Because of its association with clerical tyranny 
and obscurantism you dislike the language we use to identify this 
spirit. We frequently misapprehend your language because it 
seems to us to devalue your own spiritual stature. Of one thing we 
may both be sure. Language itself is subject to its own laws of 
development. The important thing now is that you look through 
the medieval flame and see its victim testifying to Christ and 
Communism by the same token. And that we look through the 
gas-jelly burning today and see its victims as the true spiritual 
descendants of those others. 

“Enough said for now. The chief duty of the Christian 
preacher today is to stop preaching for awhile and listen. Your 
task is paramount. Our job is to help you in your task: to help 
build peace so that you can build socialism in peace, so that you 
can build it peacefully, without adding to its great enough barriers 
the insufferable wall of war.” 


Vil 
THE NEW MAN 


A new man is emerging in history. A qualitative human 
change fore-shadowed in past centuries. Men and women are re- 
sponding to new stimulations. They are turning from greed and 
lust to hunger and love. The creative artist at last comes into his 
own, as all workers become creative and all work becomes high 
adventure. 

The men who set the stage for this great change did a 
thorough job. The old act of specious reform by Satan in a Sunday 
gown cannot be repeated as it has been repeated so often in man’s 
aborted revolutions. These men thought to the root and acted to 
the root. They noted why and how men had been cheated of 
their heritage in past upheavals. They saw to it that this time the 
entire basis of life must be changed, not a new form of exploit- 
ation substituted for the old. 

How otherwise explain what we have seen (if we have 
looked) in Russia and Poland and Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
and Bulgaria and Romania and Albania and China and Korea? 
In every one of these places the new man, the man who is and acts 
for everybody, the man whom the world until now has relegated 
to the bargain basement, is put up in the front window as the show 
piece of these new civilizations. 

It is true, there remains a portion of mankind, which holds 
that greed is still the only possible motif for life, which worships 
the “bitch-goddess success,” which derides the new way of life. 
And the masters of this portion have agents whose ears are attuned 
to the voices of the new man, to hear them first and silence them 
before the people hear them, even to put these voices behind prison 
walls so that not even their echo shall escape. 
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That is why Howard Fast’s deeply imaginative novel about 
the rebellion of slaves in 73 B.C. under the leadership of the gladi- 
ator Spartacus was ostracized by the publishers. They knew it was 
a sincere work of art. They knew it would sell and make them 
money but the agents shook their heads. Then Fast published 
his own work and tried to publicize it. Again the agents shook 
their heads. The rulers of the West don’t want their people to 
read about the strange new man who had appeared so long ago 
and had shaken Rome to its foundations. The analogy with the 
new man of today is too close and too uncomfortable. But this 
great book is making its own way and doing its blessed work. 
“Spartacus” should be purchased from Howard Fast himself (Box 
171, Planetarium station, New York 24, N.Y.) 


Jeremy Is A LANTERN . 

V. J. Jerome’s “A Lantern for Jeremy”, (Masses and Main- 
stream, 832 Broadway, New York 3, N. Y. $2.50) is another book 
which will be prevented if possible from reaching the general 
public. It tells of a child who grows up in a Russian Polish village 
before the 1905 Revolution. Its appearance is a literary event of 
the first magnitude. It is remarkable in both substance and form. 
In the telling it reminded us of the best of the Irish story tellers. 
The village and all such villages are lost now, ground into the 
dust, but here it lives and sings and gropes in the dark and suffers 
terribly. The lad grows in it and with it and out of it and 
never completely leaves it. Revolution touches it and it leaps 
from medieval death to modern life, just as now remote villages in 
Asia span centuries in a day. 


Jerome is a poet. This book is poetry in a sense almost un- 
known in the West today, because while loving what is he loathes 
its cruel inadequacies and cowardice with a hatred all the more 
bitter for his love. It would be futile to point to this book as a 
model of propaganda, futile and insulting. But this book does 
express better than any other I know the inner spirit of a certain 
type of communist, the type who is a party man because first he 
is aman, the type who carries with him his own tradition, redeem- 
ing and deepening that tradition as he re-reads it in the light of 
his creative living. 

The sadness of all the world is in this book and the terrible 
beauty of a child who dies in an orchard and a child who must 
leave his heritage to redeem it. Pinyeh All-trades kept the fresh- 
ness of his child-like love and he knew Jeremy would too. 


This village is a world full of amazing characters whom 
you know the minute they open their mouths. Villains, bigots, in- 
nocents, heroes and Jeremy who is a lantern to the new man. 
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“LORD SIS uta?” 
By The Rey. Lloyd Frank Merrell 


--- Wait, fissuring age, your mind 
has left your soul behind! 


As the anniversaries of the Passion of our Lord come and 
go, and war continues to devastate our planet, is it expecting too 
much of a Christian, who may be compromising with war, to be 
repentant enough to ask with the first twelve disciples, “Lord, is 
it I” who betray the Prince of Peace by clinging to the things that 
make peace impossible? 

“Lord, it it I” who ignore the fact that the Korean War 
is a ghastly made-to-order situation, of whose guilt I am partly 
responsible, to keep business on a high level and scare away the 
ghost of depression? 

Is it I who am blind to the fact that the real problem is 
revolutionary change? that bullets may kill communists, but only 
the supremacy of the sacrificial spirit of the cross translated into 
conciliation, cooperation, sharing and vicarious suffering can usher 
in the new day of the abundant life for all? 

Is it I who shut my ears to the cries of the oppressed, the 
underprivileged, the disillusioned peoples prostrate with poverty 
and hunger, racism and landlordism, colonialism and exploitation? 

Is it I who acquiesce in our government’s frantic spending 
of billions to check a world-revolution with a splintered broom 
of reaction? fighting the revolution with TB of the glands, the 
lungs, the bones,—with a type of TB so terrible it is called Lupus, 
the wolf-eating into the skin; limbs like sticks; children of three 
who still creep: boys of fourteen who are weazened old men? 


Sower, who lodges grain in the mellow loam, 

forgive a father’s envious thought of wheat; 

forgive a mother charred in a burning home, 

and children sown with a bomb on the cratered street! 


Is it I who ignore the words of Jesus, “They that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword?” Am I numbered among the 
so-called patriots who goose-step with the militarists? who ignore 
the lesson of history, namely: that no revolution has ever been 
stopped by brute force? that empires built by military conscription 
crumble into ruins? that military might brings subjection to the 
conqueror, not domination? that only the servant of all is exalted? 

Is it I who am blind to the fact that the boil of war is a self- 
inflicted punishment for ignoring the virus of selfishness? 

Is it I who am blind to the truth that war brings economic, 
social, intellectual and spiritual impotency in a world of abund- 
ance? that cut-throat competition breeds war? and that war 
educates for hatred, vice, frustration? 
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“Lord, is it I” who dare not speak out against our univer- 
sities, largely controlled by militarists, industrialists, reactionaries 
—trustees of the caste system? our “foundations” of stagnation and 
retreat? our press and radio and other institutions and interests 
favorable to war-making, our growing warrior caste with its power- 
ful lobbies? our government’s diversion of taxes from constructive 
to destructive ends? 

Or can we say: 

“Lord, is it I ” whose arms are stretched out, not only in 
worship of the Christ during Passion Week, but in taking up my 
cross daily in constructive protest against the war-lords— 

Clinging as Jesus did with no misgiving 
to the potent weapon of love to work repeal 
of tyrannies that shatter global living? 


GETTING THINGS STRAIGHT 
By Louise Harding 


CrossMAN RECEIVES $64 PrizE—FOoR STUPIDITY 


In a recent issue of the New Statesman and Nation the English 
Laborite Crossman delivers himself of some extraordinary views. He 
speaks of the “honesty and integrity” of Tom Pendergast’s protege 
and admirer, Mr. Truman. He says Acheson “behaves like a very moral 
man jn a very immoral society.”—This is the same Acheson who 
switcl *d on Taiwan so placidly, when the interests of his overlords re- 
quired it: the same individual who showed such lack of breeding and 
scruple at San Francisco, in backing the war treaty with the reaction- 
aries of Japan. “Internationalism” says Crossman (meaning the capital- 
ist combination against the soviet lands) “has been the dogma of every 
right-minded person” since the announcement of the “Truman” Doc- 
trine in 1947, 

Another Crossman remark, showing how little the so-called 
Liberals understand the real situation, is: 

“Unlike ourselves, Americans regard themselves as already at 
war with China, a war fought for no conceivable American strategic 
or economic interest, but solely on behalf of the United Nations.” 
(Emphasis added.) 

— The writer confers upon Mr. Crossman, for the foregoing express- 
ion of opinion (one can hardly say, thought) the $64 prize for 
stupidity. 

U.S. Is Writine Orr Britain 
A report from London (AP and UP) says: 

The Big Three had already a four-power appeals tribunal to 
hear the cases of 1000 German war criminals. Schuman was said to 
object to complete pardons by the review agency. Adenauer was 
said to be displeased because the Big Three could outvote a 
German in the tribunal. 

— Adenauer does not have to worry. The US is writing Britain. 
with its desperate financial situation, off of its military plans. US 
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will rely on Nazi-led German troops. Remember what happened in 
Japan! 


Korea Cuarces US Uses Porson 
GaAs ON KoreEAN CIVILIANS 


In Paris (Feb. 2, AP) Delegate Malik quoted a dispatch from 
the Central Telegraph Agency of Korea, Dated Jan. 31. 

This story said American planes sprayed the village of 
Ulnim in the district of Munchon with bullets that exploded, loosing 
a toxic gas. Malik said those who smelled the smoke were poisoned, 
and they suffered from respiratory ailments, nose bleeds and other 
symptons of poison gas. He said the village was in a mountainous, 
demilitarized area and described the alleged attack as typical 
of American atrocities against Korean civilians. 

A “spokesman” (why isn’t his name given?) for the American 
delegation denied the charge: said it had been denied before——This 
(anonymous) denial is not enough: it may simply mean that the 
gas has been used before. The writer has noted that American reaction- 
aries have been openly urging that US use every weapon at its comm- 
and. Not long ago, SF Chronicle said it would be a mistake to rely 
exclusively on the Atom Bomb for victory. 


HITLER AND KATYN 


Quoting from Adolf’s talk to his Supreme Commander and 
Commanding Generals, Obersalzberg, Aug. 22, 1939—a few days before 
he started the war: 

Our strength is in our quickness and our brutality. Genghis 
Khan had millions of women and children killed by his own will 
and with a gay heart. History sees in him only a great state- 
builder. What weak western European civilization thinks about us 
does not matter..... Thus for the time being I have sent to the 
east only my “Death’s Head Units”, with the order to kill without 
pity or mercy all men, women, and children of Polish race or 
language. Only in such a way shall we win the vital space that we 
need.” 

—This policy accounts for the Katyn massacre. 


An EXcELLENT Book 


The expose by Annabelle Bucar of American diplomacy in 
Russia comes at once to mind, in reading the important little book 
by Archie Johnstone, “In the Name of Peace.” Mr. Johnstone 
was for two years editor of the British Government’s propaganda 
newspaper, British Ally. The “ally” was, indeed, a false and 
treacherous one; it emitted a stench intolerable to a decent man, 
and Johnstone quit. As George Bidwell did in Poland, and Arna 
Rydes in Czechoslovakia. 

The “labor” paper, the Daily Herald was taken over in 1929 
by businessmen in the City to the tune of 51 per cent of the shares 
and five of the directors’ seats: the Trade Union Council retained 
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49 per cent and 4 directors’ seats. It was then run in the interests 
of Big Business, but believed by the gulled workers. 

Francis Williams ..... tells specifically of how when he 
was editor of the Daily Herald the whole press of Fleet 
Street was high-pressured by the Chamberlain clique into 
creating an atmosphere favourable to the disastrous Munich 
policy of appeasing Hitler. 

The Herald 

pours out more vituperative anti-Soviet abuse per copy than 

any of its rivals which bear Conservative labels. 

Mr. Johnstone is a lively writer, with a clear eye. Although 
his views on politics were known to be moderately liberal, he was 
given the plum of the editorship on British Ally at a very high 
salary. This in pursuance of a policy to bribe liberals to keep 


shut mouths; the idea being that, finding themselves transferred - 


into more luxurious surroundings than they had ever known be- 
fore, they would not be likely to talk themselves out of so snug a 
nest. Reactionaries seem to be constitutionally unable to under- 
stand that this world holds honest men. 

In Russia, Johnstone came to grasp how the English public 
had been misinformed. He learned of other reporters who had 
lived in the land of the Soviets and appreciated what had been 
done for the people, but who returned home and spewed out lies 
which were demanded if they expected to get fat newspaper or 
diplomatic posts. 

The book exposes the nonsense about lack of opportunity 
for individuality in Russia:— 

“IT would rank as one of the greatest achievements of the 
Soviet system the manner in which it has released the pent- 
up forces of creativeness in man...And these qualities of 
mind and character are fostered not only for the rich bless- 
ings they bring to the country and the people as a whole, 
but also for the happiness and dignity they bring directly 
to their individual possessor.” 

The author sees clearly the reason for the great organizat- 
ion working untiringly to spread anti-Soviet hatred, in order to 
try to prepare the peoples of the West psychologically for a third 
world war. 

This criminal plot centers in the Embassies of the Western 
powers, naturally. 

One spy caught turned out to be General R. Hilton, Mili- 
tary Attache to the British Embassy. He was caught in a tatter- 
ed sheepskin coat, photographing a factory “which had no pic- 
turesque value but was big enough to interest hunters of possible 
bombing targets.” Hilton said he was looking for possible ski-runs 
(among factories, with the winter months away). 

Another “British ally” was Hugh Brooking, the King’s 
Messenger, who declared at a large lunch gathering at an Embassy 
mess, in Johnstone’s presence as a guest, that 
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“as for those Russians, the atom bomb is too good for them. 
I would gladly cut the throats of every Russian man and 
Russian woman.” 


“And children?” I asked as calmly as I could. 
“And children,” he answered. 


In 1942, the supreme editor of British Ally (always run by 
the ruling clique in England) was Winston Churchill. Johnstone 
quotes two parallel passages from Churchill, written almost simul- 
taneously: 


1. “My heart has bled for Russia. I have felt that we (Britain 
and Britain’s armed forces) should be suffering with her 
and that we should be taking some of the weight off her.” 


Ne 
. 


“It would be a measureless disaster if Russian barbarism 
overlaid...the ancient states of Europe. I trust that the 
European family may act as one under a Council of Europe 
....a United States of Europe.” 


US-BacKED CHiANcG Troops INVADE CHINA: 
Open attack on China has started! 


Rangoon, June 4 (AP)—Nationalist Chinese irregulars 
have penetrated 63 miles into Yunnan province and oc- 
cupied Yisiang, pro-Nationalist sources at Mesai, a border 
town on the Thai frontier, said today....Today’s report 
said the penetration was by troops under the command of 
Col. Arthur Hoe. In general the offensive was described as 
“faring well.” 


Well, well! An “offensive” and an armed invasion of China! 
Where is the “United Nations” with loud protestations and 
bombers and troops to head Chiang off? 


Wuy We Bomsep Surno 


By an accord that was never made public, U.N. planes re- 
frained from hitting Suiho until recently..... Suiho was the 
world’s fourth largest power plant....the plants were spared be- 
cause the counter-revolutionaries hoped they might use them 
themselves in the future. Now that Ridgway says a decision is im- 
possible, the Allies bomb. All plain enough. 


Unirep Nations ro “Jupce” UN: 


June 20, UP—....The United States today called on the 
Security Council for an impartial investigation of the Kremlin’s 
charges that Americans and the U.N. are using bacterial weapons. 
This proposal speaks for itself. 

“CuHinA GUERRILLAS Raw Rep Istanp:” (SF Chronicle) 
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Waipeh, Formosa, June 16 (AP)—The Defense Minis- 
try said today Nationalist guerrillas raided a small Com- 
munist-held island about 175 miles south of Shanghai and 
killed 80 Reds before they withdrew. The island was identi- 
fied as Huang Chiao off the coast of Chekiang and lying 
in Taichow bay. 


~ 


So! The writer asks, again, why do not the countries that 
recognize the real government of China (the one that is recognized 
by the people of China) remonstrate, and brand Chiang as an 
aggressor? To invade another country is certainly an untenable 
notion of defense. 


Ah, but there is, for Britain, that matter of the trap door 
Churchill spoke about. And that item of yesterday, about the de- - 
cline of govt. bonds by ¥4 point, even after the bracing by $100,- 
000,000 from USA. 


TuHeE Koger Istanp REVOLTs: 


These desperate rebellions of men practically unarmed, 
against American guards, show what is going on. The same old 
Syngman Rhee methods of force, threats against families, etc., in an 
attempt to force the prisoners to say they prefer to stay South, 
explain the outbreaks. The “UN” command cannot do anything 
about the killings of North Korean and Chinese prisoners. So 
sorry, please! 


NorMAN THOMAS: 


Thomas is much liked by US Reaction; its press always 
speaks of him most kindiy. When he tried to talk in Toyko, a riot 
ensued. Japan has not yet been Americanized .... entirely. 
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